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WV Foster, Adoptive, & Kinship Parents Network  

·Started in 2018  

·Statewide  

·Nearly 1,000 members  

·Foster, Adoptive, Kinship 

parents only  

·Advocacy & Peer Support  

 

˅Support Groups  

˅Foster Closets 

˅Scouting  

˅Legislative & Congressional 

Advocacy  

˅Survey & Listening Events  

 

 

 



ñThank you for all your hard work.  

Thank you for keeping our little ones 
safe, even when things donôt work out 

the way we all see best.  

Your job is tough and takes a lot of 
heart.ò 

 



POLL: Top Reasons for Shortage of Foster Homes  

A. People donõt know about foster care or arenõt interested in 

being foster parents  

B. The process of becoming a foster parent is too long and 

cumbersome  

C. Foster parents only serve a short time before quitting  

D. People hear negative stories and decide not to become 

foster parents  

E. People are scared of caring for difficult kids  



Survey Overview  

·Conducted in partnership with WV Foster, Adoptive, & Kinship Parents 

Network, DHHR, Marshall University  

·Opened October 18, closed November 18, 2019  

·Over 1000 responses   

·Distributed by the Network, DHHR, private foster care agencies, 

legislators, community organizations, social media, traditional media  

·Findings would be shared with legislature, courts, DHHR  

·Parents want a voice  



Methodology  

·Anonymous survey conducted completely online  

·Able to skip any question they did not wish to answer.  

·Asked to choose one role from which to complete the 

survey (foster, adoptive, or kinship)  

·Asked county and whether DHHR or private agency  

·Did not ask which private agency ð could have 

resulted in identifying information  



Methodology, cont.  

·39 questions; several questions had multiple parts.  

·Over 1000 people completed at least 1/3 of the questions.  

·5-point likert scale  

o Strongly Agree, Agree, Neither Agree nor Disagree, Disagree, Strongly 
Disagree  

·Answers may reflect different experiences with different children, workers, 
counties, etc.  

·Analysis will be ongoing and we will produce a report after having more 
time to conduct a more thorough analysis.  

·Preliminary findings shared today are based on preliminary analysis of some 
key questions  
 



Demographics 

and Themes  

The majority of respondents were certified 
foster parents, rather than adoptive or 
kinship.  

Most had completed high school or college 
and had a household income ranging 
between 50 and 75 thousand dollars a year.  

Recurring themes: better communication, 
peer support, advocacy, and having a voice  



What is the 
primary reason 
you decided to 
become a 
foster parent or 
kinship/relative 
caregiver?  
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If you are no longer fostering or providing 

kinship/relative care, why did you stop?  
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Grief  

ñI will not maintain a professional detachment. I am a parent. I am going to 

have big emotions. That means sometimes I will overreact. Sometimes I will 

worry for no reasoné 

 

Please don't tell me she's leaving and expect calm professionalism in 

response. Give me time to grieve -- so please don't tell me in her presence, 

when I have to hold it together. Tell me big things and let me process them 

before I have to react in front of a child.ò 
 



ñItôs thundering outside and all I can think is, heôs scared of 

thunder. Just sitting by the window wondering if heôs okay, 

or if heôs just wondering why Iôm not there to cuddle him 

through this. Is he hiding? Crying? Already asleep? I guess 

this thought is no different than any other night when I walk 

past his room. It is so empty. I am so empty. 

I think my heart canôt break more, and then I have thoughts 

like this that cut through me so quickly that they make me 

gasp. I used to believe it couldnôt be worse than death. But to 

know your loved one is alive and youôll never see them again 

or know if theyôre safe or fed or warm or loved. There are no 

words. Iôve sat for days trying to find them and they just 

donôt exist.ò 

 



ñ[I received a certification renewal packet] BUT 

they sent it with ONLY having a little over a 

week to have it all done and turned back in. We 

are having a difficult time right now. SO, as of 

this month we are done. We first started this 

journey nine years ago. But I tell you the 

Biggest problem in Fostering is the Lack of 

Communication on ALL aspects.ò 



When asked, I 
encourage 
others to 
become foster, 
kinship/relative, 
or adoptive 
parents  
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ñThe issue is the treatment of foster children 

and parents by DHHR. In general foster parents 

are treated like teenage babysitters.  They 

aren't respected.  They aren't supported.  They 

aren't heard.  Because of this I warn people 

about fostering.  While I tell them it's beautiful 

to help children, the pain of DHHR makes it 

difficult. While DHHR is overworked, 

understaffed, and underpaid, the need for 

foster parents is immense.  Better treatment of 

them would ensure keeping them and getting 

more.ò 


