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WV Foster, Adoptive, & Kinship Parents Network

Started in 2018 Support Groups

Statewide Foster Closets

Nearly 1,000 members Scouting

Foster, Adoptive, Kinship Legislative & Congressional
parents only Advocacy

Advocacy & Peer Support Survey & Listening Events



“Thank yLcfor ali your hard work.

Trzr¢ youl for keeping our little ones
sadef eegn weewn ehimgswiting work dutt n
the way we all see best.

Your joo is ioue)h cirel tzlkes @ lot of
rIgaArs,"



POLL: Top Reasons for Shortage of Foster Homes

People donot know about foster
being foster parents

The process of becoming a foster parent is too long and
cumbersome

Foster parents only serve a short time before quitting

People hear negative stories and decide not to become
foster parents

People are scared of caring for difficult kids



Survey. Overview

Conducted in partnership with WV Foster, Adoptive, & Kinship Parents
Network, DHHR, Marshall University

Opened October 18, closed November 18, 2019
Over 1000 responses

Distributed by the Network, DHHR, private foster care agencies,
legislators, community organizations, social media, traditional media

Findings would be shared with legislature, courts, DHHR

Parents want a voice



Methodology

Anonymous survey conducted completely online
Able to skip any guestion they did not wish to answer.

Asked to choose one role from which to complete the
survey (foster, adoptive, or kinship)

Asked county and whether DHHR or private agency

Did not ask which private agency o could have
resulted In identifying information



Methodology, cont.

39 questions; several questions had multiple parts.
Over 1000 people completed at least 1/3 of the gquestions.
5-point likert scale

Strongly Agree, Agree, Neither Agree nor Disagree, Disagree, Strongly
Disagree

Answers may reflect different experiences with different children, workers,
counties, etc.

Analysis will be ongoing and we will produce a report after having more
time to conduct a more thorough analysis.

Preliminary findings shared today are based on preliminary analysis of some
key questions



Demographics
and Themes

The majority of respondents were certified
foster parents, rather than adoptive or
Kinship.

Most had completed high school or college

and had a household income ranging
between 50 and 75 thousand dollars a year.

Recurring themes: better communication,
peer support, advocacy, and having a voice




What is the
primary reason
you decided to
become a
foster parent or
Kinship/relative
caregiver?
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If you are no-longer fostering.or providing

Kinship/relative care, why did you stop?

| adopted and my
family felt complete

| felt frustated by the
child welfare system

| needed more financial
resources than were
available

24
18 . 18

| was not able to access
the support | needed

Too much grief from
having children leave



Grief

nl  wi | | not mailintain a professional

have big emotions. That means sometimes | will overreact. Sometimes | will
worry for no reasone

Please don't tell me she's leaving and expect calm professionalism in
response. Give me time to grieve -- so please don't tell me in her presence,
when | have to hold it together. Tell me big things and let me process them
before | have to react I n front of

d



Allsthorsdertnh awwmndieamd i geaotuinkssl ldbe scarnddo! a |l |
thunder. Just sitting by the window

Is he hiding? Crying? Already asleep? | guess
this thought is no different than any other night when | walk
past his room. It is so empty.

tihny nekrt amy't bheecanote, acdamd ithavb mesalks nmior
Ike this that cut through me so quickly that they make me

gasp
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A[[ rdceivee xccertificetidn raneveabpadket]fBUUT a t
they sent it with ONLY nzvirie) 2 litile over 2

wezlk to have it all done and turned back in. We

are having a difficult time right now. SO, as of

this month we are done. We first started this
journey nine years ago. But | tell you in=
Slejejesii oroalsrn 1n [Fosisrine 1S tre Lz of
Cormmunicziiion omALRAdshectas’s pect s . 0



When asked; |
encourage
others to
become foster,
kinship/relative,
or adoptive
parents
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Because of this | warn people
about fostering.

Better treatment of
them would ensure keeping them and getting
mor e. O




